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Fredrick Odhiambo is Kenyan visual artist, artivist, and youth advocate who

uses art as a powerful tool for storytelling, dialogue, and social change.

His  work explores themes of community, identity, social justice, and climate

awareness, often drawing inspiration from everyday life and lived experiences

within marginalized communities.

Working primarily with acrylic on canvas and mixed media, he  creates

paintings, murals, and participatory art projects that engage young people and

community members in meaningful conversations. As an artist who also

teaches children and youth, he  believes art can empower people to express
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themselves, challenge injustice, and imagine better futures.

Fredrick is actively involved in community-based creative initiatives, and he

collaborates with social justice spaces to use art as a form of advocacy and

civic engagement. Through workshops and public art, he strives to create safe

spaces where creativity becomes a voice for those whose stories are often

unheard.

He was also part of the Digital Action Lab (DAL) project participants had the

opportunity to learn and explore Augmented Reality (AR) in art. This

experience expanded my creative practice by allowing me to integrate

technology with visual art, opening new ways of storytelling and audience

engagement.

Through his  practice, he  continues to work toward building stronger creative

communities and inspiring young artists to use their talents for positive social

impact.

Fred on social media:

Instagram

Bernard Karathe - Community Manager

PROGRAMS FEATURE

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

4/29/26, 3:47 PM PAWA254: Focus on February

https://mailchi.mp/pawa254/pawa254-june-newsletter-10345227 3/12

https://www.instagram.com/fred_.arts_/
http://eepurl.com/cC8aan
https://us14.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=1e4b911d018c1ac19dc78e334&id=66d20d055b
javascript:;


On February 27, the Mageuzi Hub was transformed into a vibrant center for art

and activism during the DemocrARtic Exhibitions Showcase. This event

served as the grand finale of the Digital Action Lab (DAL) campaign, a

project led by PAWA Initiative in partnership with CIVICUS & Black Rhino
VR, while the British Council, UNESCO also served as a main development

partner for this well attended public event.

The showcase featured a series of immersive Augmented Reality (AR) art

created by 17 young artists to address critical themes such as voter

registration, civic rights, human rights issues, and democratic participation. By

integrating AR into artistic practice, the project aimed to transform traditional

civic messaging into interactive experiences that resonate with youth,

effectively expanding the civic space through technology.

A key highlight of the event was the direct integration of democratic action with

creative expression. The Independent Electoral and Boundaries
Commission (IEBC) was on-site to conduct mass voter registration,

successfully registering a significant number of young people. This initiative

aimed to lower barriers to participation by providing a youth-friendly

environment for civic engagement, with an initial target of registering at least
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100 new voters.

The event featured an insightful panel discussion titled Leveraging Emerging

Tech for Youth Civic Participation and Socio-Economic Development  which

brought together technologists, artists, activists, and development partners.

The panel explored how emerging tools like AR can be leveraged for youth civic

participation and social-economic development while fostering dialogue on the

future of digital democracy in Kenya.

Following the success of this showcase, PAWA seeks to scale this campaign by

engaging higher learning institutions and reaching communities in both rural

and urban areas. Through continued partnership with like-minded CSOs and

development partners, the initiative aims to keep promoting youth-led digital

innovation and inclusive governance across the country.

Angeline Gitonga - Programs Officer

Policy Check
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The National Infrastructure Fund (NIF) Bill, 2026

The National Infrastructure Fund (NIF) Bill, 2026 was signed into law by President Ruto on the

9th of March 2026. Its main purpose is to mobilize Ksh 5 trillion over 10 years for strategic

national projects, reducing reliance on public debt. It aims to utilize private capital, sovereign

wealth funds, and public-private partnerships (PPPs) rather than solely relying on loans.  The

fund will prioritize the expansion of Jomo Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA) and other key

energy/transport project. The Act includes oversight measures, a governing council, and strict

penalties to ensure transparency and prevent corruption. Its  Seed capital will be generated

from privatization proceeds, including the Kenya Pipeline IPO, which raised Ksh 106.3 billion.

Read the Bill here.
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PAWA RADIO FEATURE

What a month it has been!

February was a vibrant and engaging month for the PAWA Radio team. We

have been on the ground in the community ensuring that our listeners stay

informed, connected, and empowered through meaningful conversations and

events. Here is a look at some of the highlights from the month.

Radio Mtaani heads to Ngong

We kicked off the month with our flagship programme under the Rights
Inclusion and Transparency for Accountable Institutions (RITAI)
project, dubbed Radio Mtaani. Designed to bridge the gap between

communities and their duty bearers by creating a platform where grassroots

voices can be heard, the programme serves as a growing digital archive

documenting community experiences and issues that often go unheard.

In February Radio Mtaani travelled to Ngong Town, Kajiado County where

residents, leaders, and young changemakers came together for an engaging

public conversation on development and accountability in the area.

During the session the area MCA, Hon. Mbiriri Mwaura, addressed several

concerns raised by residents, as well as sharing updates on stalled projects in

Ngong, and solutions on the way forward. The conversation underscored the

importance of initiatives like Radio Mtaani by creating meaningful dialogues

between elected officials and their constituents.

You can watch the full Radio Mtaani conversation here.
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DemocrARtic Exhibitions at Mageuzi Hub

PAWA Radio was live at Mageuzi Hub for the DemocrARtic Exhibitions held on

27th February marking the culmination of the Digital Action Lab (DAL)
campaign bringing together young artists, technologists, and civic actors.

Supported by CIVICUS and Black Rhino VR, the event showcased

Augmented Reality (AR) art pieces created by young artists during project DAL.

These works explored themes such as voter registration, identity

documentation, civic rights, and democratic participation.

The exhibition created an immersive and interactive environment where

audiences engaged with civic issues through digital art, demonstrating the

potential of artivism and emerging technologies to strengthen democratic

awareness and participation. The showcase also featured a dynamic panel

discussion that brought together artists, technologists, civil society actors, and

youth leaders. The conversation explored how new digital technologies can play

a vital role in strengthening youth participation in democratic processes.

Catch the full conversation here.

That wraps up our February highlights. Be sure to follow us on our social media

platforms to stay updated on upcoming conversations, community

engagements, and new content from PAWA Radio.

Instagram

Twitter

YouTube

TikTok

As always, keep tuning in and powering up!

Anne Wanyoike - Community Assistant

Opportunities

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

4/29/26, 3:47 PM PAWA254: Focus on February

https://mailchi.mp/pawa254/pawa254-june-newsletter-10345227 8/12

https://www.youtube.com/live/2xPXZXiZLf0?si=nvPdUg0CcBXbXjzT
https://www.instagram.com/pawaradio/
https://x.com/pawaradio
https://www.youtube.com/@pawaradio
https://www.tiktok.com/@pawaradio
http://eepurl.com/cC8aan
https://us14.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=1e4b911d018c1ac19dc78e334&id=66d20d055b
javascript:;


African Food Fellowship

African Food Fellowship are recruiting 120 food systems leaders in Kenya, Rwanda, and Zambia

to join the African Food Fellowship, 40 for each country.   These are mid-career professionals

aged between 27-50 years old, whose work is focused on any of the impact areas outlined for

each country.

The deadline for applications is 26th April, 2026.
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Details and application link.

Jua Soko Masterclass

Calling all creatives in Nakuru, Kisumu, Kakamega, Nairobi, Turkana, and Mombasa to join us

for this insightful learning experience, this is your invitation to pause and reconnect with what

truly drives you.

The Jua Soko Masterclass is designed to help you discover and  gain clarity on your creative

purpose, what motivates your work, and how to align your identity with your actions. This

session will help you unpack what drives you, define your why, and build a stronger foundation

for your creative journey. Whether you're just starting out or already building your path, this

space is for you.
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Registration Link & Details.

Events

African Food Fellowship
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Art of Order returns with The People Shall…, a documentary by Kenyan

filmmakers Nick Wambugu and Mark Maina Maingi. Hosted by ALN Academy in

partnership with Docubox, Art of Order is a screening series that uses film to

open space for public reflection and conversation on justice, governance, and

lived experience.

Date: Thursday, 26 March 2026 |  5:00 PM

Venue: ALN House, Off Eldama Ravine Close, Nairobi

Free limited spots available here.

Find us online

For more details visit https://pawa254.org/

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
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